God Build His Church
January 14, 2018

Thank you so much for choosing to worship with
us today. We are thrilled that you are here!
__________________________________________________
Jesus doesn’t build His church despite His disciples,
but through His disciples as they are led by His commands
and empowered by His Spirit. Matthew doesn’t end with
chapter 16. Matthew ends with these words, The Great
Commission, in Matthew 28.
Then Jesus came near and said to them, “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go,
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20, HCSB).
Here’s what we learn from Jesus’ commission to His
disciples. Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth. He
essentially reverses the claim that Satan made in Matthew 4
that the kingdoms of the world are his to give Jesus if the

Only a crucified and risen Savior is the King of the
kingdoms. With this authority, He calls His disciples to go
and make disciples of all nations among all people groups,
by baptizing them and teaching them what He has
commanded.
Jesus goes with His disciples as they go. He builds
His church by His authority and through His presence with
His disciples who make disciples.
Now watch what happens when we put these two
passages together. Jesus in Matthew 16, “I will build my
church.” Jesus in Matthew 28, “Go and make disciples.”
Both are true.
When Jesus builds His church, He does the building
by using disciples just like you. He has the authority to send
you, and He goes with you. Through very imperfect people
God works to create His perfect and beautiful Bride, the
Church.
Pray that God’s will be done, and that He would
build His church. Then stand on your feet, roll up your
sleeves and by the power of the Holy Spirit, go and make
disciples.

From Ed Setzer in “Christianity Today” (4/14/2015)

Son of God would worship Satan.

When Jesus builds His church, He does the
building by using disciples just like you.

All Things for Christ,
Michael

